
MARY’S WOODS • RESIDENT GROUPS

MW Groups Organized by Residents

Mary ’s Woods Resident-led groups foster social engagement, shared interests, 
and a sense of purpose by empowering residents to organize and lead activities, 
creating a more vibrant and connected community.

“Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another: 
‘What! You Too? I thought I was the only one.” 

— C.S. Lewis

Art Committee 
Mission: To display Residents’ artworks in the Cere, Dufresne, and Durocher connecting hallways. 

Bar & Beverage  
Mission: Serve as a liaison between Residents and Mary ’s Woods management in matters relating 
to adult beverages as served at the various venues in our community. Coordinates the formation 
and activities of the Wine Club and Brew Club chapters.

Book Club
First Friday Book Club - Time: 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Location: Sandpiper Room. 

Second Wednesday Book Club: New members welcome! Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Location: 
Sandpiper Room

Brew Club
Do you like beer? Do you like pizza? Do you just like to socialize without any agenda? Bring $10 
and whatever beverage you prefer, and we will have a great time. When: Second Thursday of 
each odd numbered month: January, March, May, July, September and November. Time: 4 to 6 p.m. 
Location: Nathman

The Cave 
A place for residents to gather! Missing your garage or shop? Need a place to work on something? 
Need small appliance or woodworking repairs? All are welcome at The Cave!  Location: Woodshop 

Chime Choir
Mary’s Woods has a 3-octave set of hand chimes – similar to handbells, but easier to play. Each chime 
functions like a piano key, and the music is similar to piano music. (In the beginning your note will be 
circled in the music.). When: Monday Time: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Location: Sandpiper Room



Contemplative Gathering 
Silent contemplation in a small gathering of meditators recurs twice monthly and lasts one hour. 
There will be two sittings of 25 min each separated by a 5-min walking meditation in the chapel. 
Participants are asked to arrive 5-10 min before 9:30 a.m. and settle into silence. All seekers 
of deep spiritual consciousness through silent contemplation are welcome. When: 1st and 3rd 

Saturday Time: 9:30 a.m. Location: Side chapel in the Chapel of the Holy Names

Drumming Group 
When: Tuesday Time: 1 to 2 p.m. Location: Provincial House Auditorium 

Duplicate Bridge 
Duplicate Bridge is a variation of Contract Bridge where the same set of 52 cards, dealt between 
4 hands, are played by different competitors and scoring is based on relative performance. When: 
Thursday Time: 12:30 to 4 p.m.  Location: Sandpiper Room

French Chat – Déjeuner Français	
We welcome all lovers of French language and culture and all levels of ability. When: 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday Time: 12 to 1 p.m. Location: Sandpiper Room

German: Klein Verein - Sprechen Sie Deutsch?
When: 3rd Thursday Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Location: Meadowlark Room

Healthy Foods
We share evidence-based research regarding healthy dietary options and meet regularly 
with dining services administrators and Executive Chefs who help us get our dietary needs met.  
Location and time TBD.

American Mah Jongg
Come join us and play the exciting game of Mah Jongg! Everyone welcome.
When: Monday Time: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Location: Meadowlark Room  
When: Friday Time: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Location: Meadowlark Room - This is a teaching session.

Chinese Mah Jongg
This group uses a simple version of Chinese Mah Jongg (mah-johngg), similar to Gin Rummy. Everyone 
is welcome!, When: 1st and 3rd Monday Time: 1 - 3 p.m. (or later if folks want to keep playing) 
Location: Provincial House, Apt. #305

Music Jam & Sing-Along
An informal group that is open to all levels of instrumentalists and vocalists who enjoy a variety of music. 
Both music readers and ear players are welcome! When: 2nd and 4th Tuesday Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Provincial House Auditorium



MW Players
The group performs short skits read from scripts about once per month. Open to new members. When: 
Tuesday Time: 2 to 4:30 p.m. Location: Meadowlark Room

MW Singers
Prior experience and ability to read music is helpful but there are no auditions for this group, and we 
welcome all who want to sing. Learning tracks are provided. Singing together is mentally, socially, and 
physically beneficial. When: Monday Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. Location: Provincial House Auditorium

The Opera Den 
Audio and video excerpts from operas based on a particular theme or topic. When: Quarterly 
Time: As Scheduled Location: Dunn, Cascadia Hall

Opera Group 
Meets to view operas streamed from the Met archive. The aim is to finish before 5:30 p.m. so that 
those who wish can go to dinner together. An announcement will be made each month. When: Last 
Friday Time: About 2:30 p.m., depending on the Opera. Location: O’Neill Community Room Monthly 
Dinner: Mt. Hood Dining Room

Philosophy Group 
This group explores Philosophy – not in an abstract or academic manner, but rather the actual 
practice of philosophy as a way of living. The approach is through dialog within the group and the 
emphasis is on actually doing philosophy and making it a personal practice to deepen one’s life 
experience. When: 4th Monday Time: 1:30 p.m. Location: Pepin Community Room

Photography Club 
The Photo Club is an independent, informal club, comprised largely of amateurs. The Club is dedicated 
to supporting and encouraging members in pursuing their photographic endeavors. Resident 
members provide photographs for the monthly slide shows displayed at the Provincial House Social 
Lounge and the Dunn Lobby. For a collection of members’ photographs, visit www.MWPhoto.Club.  
When: 3rd Wednesday Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Location: Zoom. 

Ping Pong Group
From its Victorian England origins in the late 19th Century to its introduction to the Olympics in Seoul, 
South Korea in 1988, Ping-Pong has consistently been bringing people together from all different 
walks of life. Ping Pong’s attraction is rooted in more than its entertainment value, as it ’s known to boost 
the health of both the body and the mind! When: Tuesday & Thursday Time: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Nathman

Poker
Join the Mary’s Woods Poker Group – it ’s fun and can be a rewarding 3 hours, if the cards fall your way. 
The buy-in is $6.00, we play standard games with no wild cards and we’re open to new games as 
introduced by new players! When: Friday. Time: 1 to 4 p.m. Location: Meadowlark Room



Quilt Group 
If you are interested in all things quilt related, then this is the group for you! We will have demonstrations, 
work on charity quilts or just work on a personal quilt with some friends. When: 2nd Wednesday 

Time: 2 p.m. Location: Rainault Fabric Art Room. 

Recorder Consort
This group plays regularly for various services during the year at Mary’s Woods. Level of playing: 
advanced beginners and above. We are equally represented by MW residents and larger community 

members. New members welcome. When: Monday Time: 12 to 3 p.m. Location: Nathman

Redeem Team
Mary ’s Bottles Redeem Team is a group of about twenty volunteer residents motivated by recycling 
and benefiting the Mary ’s Woods Resident Fund. The Redeem Team collects bottles and cans from 
all over campus. Approximately $7,000 is deposited annually into the Resident Fund. 

Resident Council Team
This elected body of residents represents resident interests and facilitates communication among 
residents, the management team and the Mary ’s Woods Board of directors. The Council works 
cooperatively with management to facilitate exercising residents’ rights and to promote a high 
quality of life for all residents.

Stitch & Chat
Enjoy time together and learn from each other as working on own individual projects. When: Tuesday 
Time: 2 to 4 p.m. Location: Cardinal Room

Treasure Trove
A dedicated team of resident volunteers providing a convenient source of decorative items 
and trinkets for residents and team members alike. All proceeds directly benefit the Resident Fund. 
When: 2nd and 4th Tuesday Time: 12 to 3 p.m. Location: Outside the Provincial House Library

Ukulele Group
Come join us! We play from chord charts so knowing how to read music is not required. If you can clap 
your hands and sing Happy Birthday, you will fit right in. We have loaner instruments and in an hour we 
will have you playing 5 songs. We also are looking for guitar, mandolin, fiddle, dulcimer, auto harp and 
kazoo players. When: Wednesday Time: 1 p.m. Location: Provincial House Auditorium

The Underground
The Underground is a 100% resident-run program with the goal to support both resident and team 
member needs by making furniture, service ware, accessories, and other items available for resale. 
It supports our purpose to create joy with all proceeds going to the Resident Fund. When: 
Tuesday & Thursday Time: 1 to 3 p.m. Location: Dufresne Garage



Wine Clubs
There are 3 wine groups that meet on Tuesday afternoons.

Wine Group #1: Richard Jacobs is very knowledgeable about wine, and has traveled extensively 
in Europe and the U.S., tasting wine everywhere. He tries to find more unusual wines for the tasting 
group to try, mainly from Europe. When: 1st Tuesday Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. Location: Nathman  
Cost: $15 per person/month

Wine Group #2: John Hammerstad is a part owner of a vineyard and knows a lot about wine. 
He and his wife have traveled widely, visiting wineries around the world. John tends to offer wines 
from around the world for tasting. When: 2nd Tuesday Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. Location: Nathman  
Cost: $15 per person/month

Wine Group #3: Robina Brown knows a little bit about wine, especially European wines.  The 
group tries less expensive wines that can be bought at the local supermarkets.  Wines from 
around the world are tasted. When: 3rd Tuesday Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. Location: Nathman  
Cost: $10 per person/month

Women’s Faith Sharing
A faith-based relational oriented discussion group surrounding chosen topic of study. All women of 
Mary ’s Woods, regardless of their faith expression or lack thereof, are always invited and welcomed. 
When: Tuesday. Time: 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Location: Meadowlark Room

Woodworking Shop
The Woodshop is reserved for approved Resident woodworkers only. The shop is used for personal 
projects and for ‘fix-its’ for other residents. The Woodshop is located immediately adjacent to The 
Cave. Must undergo a safety training prior to use. 

Writers in the Woods
Write to your heart. When: Saturday Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m. Location: Sandpiper Room

Updated 4.4.2025 • Please note groups are subject to change.


