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welve Sisters of the
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary stepped off a
steamer ship in Portland,Oregon, on October 21,1859.
At the request of the Portland Archbishop Blanchet the Sisters
left their native Montreal,Canada,to establish schools in the
Northwest territory.
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as they arrived they wondered what
risks lay ahead. Yet it was their faith,
their sense of mission and their
dedication to provide education that
animated their prayer and work.
Shortly after their arrival, they
founded St. Mary’s Academy for
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Mary’s Woods. The earth here has
been cared for by loving hands.
Maybe that is why life seems
to bloom here.
Bloom it does. I’m busier than
ever but doing the things
I love. With housekeeping,
home repair, and yard work
no longer a chore,
I have more time
and am able to
keep commitments
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or add more
responsibilities
if I choose.

Gardening is a favorite
pastime of mine and the grounds
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Sometimes I like to just take

Life is truly a celebration at
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life, to join in a new adventure.
They say people live longer,
healthier, happier lives when they
live in a community like this.

Today,over
140 years later,
their impact on this land is
stronger than ever as they respond
to the current needs of others.
They are still educating, serving
others and caring for this breathtaking part of the Willamette
River Valley. With the creation of
Mary’s Woods at Marylhurst, they

I understand why
the Sisters hold this land
as sacred.

